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Date: ________________________ 

Writing Across the Curriculum at 
Southwestern Community College 

Entry Essay and WAC Pre-Assessment 

Student Name: __________________________  ID #: _________________________ 

Course Name and Number: _______________  Instructor:_____________________ 

         Final Score: ____________________ 

Instructions:   
   This essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively you can develop and expand ideas.  You 
should, therefore, take care to develop your point of view, present your ideas logically and clearly, and use 
language precisely.  
   Your essay will be written on the lines provided in your answer sheet.  You will have enough space if you 
write on every line, avoid wide margins, and keep your handwriting to a reasonable size.  Remember that 
people who are not familiar with your handwriting will read what you write.  Try to write or print so that 
your writing is legible to those readers. 

 
Your instructor will set the time limit. 
 
Important Reminders: 

• Produce your best, college-level writing. 
• Your writing should be organized with a coherent structure, using paragraphs to develop individual 

ideas. 
• Be sure to clearly state your position/thesis.  Support your thesis with adequately developed 

examples. 
• Read the prompt carefully, and take a moment to determine how you want to answer the question. 
• Write on the lines provided.  Only the writing on the lines will be scored.  

• Proofread!  Writing should be free of spelling/grammar errors.  
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Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment below. 
 Erik Weihenmayer, the first blind man to reach the summit of Mt. Everest, admits that he struggled with 
fear and anxiety during his journey to the top of the world’s tallest mountain.  Despite having a strong team of 
climbers along with him and two years of planning behind him, he still wrestled with the immense task before him. 
In order to overcome his fears, Erik forced himself to remain focused on his goal: standing on top of Mt. Everest.  
By keeping his ultimate goal in mind, Erik was able to achieve success in ways that no one thought was possible.  

Assignment: Why is it important to keep your goals in mind in order to be successful?  What are your primary 
and personal goals for attending SCC?  How will you remain focused on them throughout your time here? 
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 SCORING 
Score 1: ______________________________  Score 3: _______________________________ 

Score 2: ______________________________ 

Total Score: _________ 


