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Smoky Mountain Naws

game-changer
for SCC students

his past summer, Andrew Allen had a
Tuuu:e—ln—a-ﬁetlme poctunity to get

clinical experience ab one of the stabes
top teaching hospitals — Vidanot bedical in
Greenville.

The coly problem is it's more than 375
miks fiom his bhome in wWhittler. Just the
housing expenses akne threatened to max
out % monthly b . There was oo
way he could have covered tuition for his
Physical Theraplst Assistant program at
Souttneestern Communlty College.

At least, be didn't think there was a way
untl be learned about the Finlsh Line Grant

. Established by Gow. ] In
2018, Finish Line G{Elrt! pmrl-:lme ﬂnﬁm
asslstance to community ¢ students
who've completed at least 50 percent of the
credits neaded to their credentials.

SO0 beamed the Southwestern
Workfore Develo t Board to assist 101
shudents with a total of 129 grants valued at
exacily $100,000. Among the SCC stadents
who recetved Finlsh Line Grants, 97 percent
efther graduated or are still enrelled and pro-
pressing toward completion. That is well
above the college's fallto-fall retention,per-

sistence rate of 64 percent.

Gov,  Cooper visited SCCs Jackson

on Thursday, Aug. 22, to meet with

four of the college’s prant reciplents and get
first-hand acoount of how the program made
adifference in their lives

T've been around community ﬁ
auihghataim:aﬂonﬁ:-ralongth:ne.mn
mever seen any singlep make this type
of tmpact on refention oumbers,” sald Dr.
Do Tomas, E:Ccﬁmm “I want to thank
the povernar for resight in recognizing
what a difference & program like this could
make o the lives of our stndents & well as at
oo colleges agoss the state. I also
amw tn%?el‘hnm Broaks, our execn-
thve wlie t for instruction and stu-
dent services, and his entire team for working
with the Southwesterm  Worldforce
Development Board to make these funds =
accesslble as possible to our students who
needd them.”

All of the state's 58 o olleges
were able to apply for funding to help stu-
dents, and each sudent could apply for up to
$L000 of asslstance for a nom-recurring
financial peed in 3 single semester.

ST offlckals say one key reason students
took advantage of the funding — tin
a second jBE:'IE.El:lD Imtalegut P—mﬂpﬂnaﬂt
Southneestern Commission employee Brenda
Mlllett was stationed two days 3 week on the

college’s Jackson Campus.

Gov. Aoy Cooper [cantar] with Finish Ling Grant recipients Andrew Allen [left)
and Abbis Turnar (right].

After seelng a representathe in SCC's  Southwestern students used it to help with

Finandal sld Offlce, qualified students were
plven a checklist of ibems they needed to take
o Blllete.

“Cir entire team |n Student Services, led
by Deean of Shadents Cheryl Conting-Conner,
did a wonderful job of dmplfyin a|:||:|
streamilining the process for our sto
Dr. Brooks sald. “we are forbmate to ere
such strong relationships with our commumnl-
ty partners lke the Southwestern Workforce
Development Board.”

Allen used his grant to cover baltion costs
that allowed him to gain priceless clinical

other unexpected expenses such as car
repalrs that have otherwise pravented
them from finishing out the school year.
“Mot knowing abead of time that I'd have
this opportunity, Lt was a buge bereflt to be
able to have my tultlon covered through this
grant,” Allen said. “T am thankful o Gov.
ﬁa’ S0C, w:-rk First and everyone who

one nf.'.]lnm'g dﬂmteg, Abble Turmer,
sought and recetved asslstance for replacing
the worn tres oo ber vehlele as well as unex

pectedly high utility bills. Turnes

experbence im his  fleld, but other lives in Mills Rlver and drives

Bridge to Career

Schnlar!hip Fresunl:ed lay

If you are interested in a career

as a Nurse Aide, this
i:hﬂ‘lﬂ“hiF mar h rﬂr :rl.'ll.l.

Classes now enrolling

all (828) 627-4669 for more
information and to begin the
application process.
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